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3 OUTLINE OF PHONEMES 
3.1 Chart of Phonemes 
3.1.1 Consonants 



Stops 



vl 



vd 



Fricatives 

Laterals 

Nasals 

Semi -vowels 
3.1.2 Vowels 

High 
Low 



Bilabial 


Alveolar 


Velar 


Glottal 


/pw/ 


/t/ 


/k/ 
/kw/ 


/?/ 
/?w/ 


/b/ 
/bw/ 


/d/ 


/g/ 
/gw/ 






/s/ 






III 


/m/ 
/mw/ 


In/ 


hi 


hi 



Front 



Central 



Back 



/i/ 



/e/ 



/a/ 



/o/ 



/u/ 



The symbols /e/, /u/ and /o/ are not the true phonetic norms but 
are used throughout the paper for ease of typing. They represent 
/e/, /u/ and /o A / respectively. 

3.2 Formational Statement of Phonemes 
3.2.1 Consonants 



Phoneme 

Ivl 



Al lophone 

r h-, 
[P ] 



Description, Occurrence, Example 

Lightly-aspirated voiceless 
bilabial stop; occurs in all 
environments . 
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/pw/ 



/t/ 



A/ 



/kw/ 



[P J 



[t^ 



[k H ] 



[k^ 



/pepekwa/ [p e'p ek w a] 'butterfly 1 

Labialized voiceless bilabial stop; 
occurs before [a] and [e] . 

/pwasapwasana/ [p asap a'sana] 
'rotten with damp' 

Aspirated voiceless alveolar stop; 
occurs in all environments except 
preceding [i] . 

v» v» v 
/tetela/ [t e't ela) 'story' 

Aspirated voiceless velar stop; 
occurs in all environments. 

/kokolaka/ ['k h ok h o' lak h a] 'rat' 

Labialized voiceless velar stop; 
occurs before [a] and [e] . 

V 

/kwakwakwala/ ['k ak a'k ala] 
' thorns ' 



/?/ 



/?w/ 



/b/ 



/bw/ 



[?] 



[? W ] 



fb] 



[b W ] 



Voiceless glottal stop; occurs in 
all environments. 

/?i?e?ai/ [?i»?e?ai] 'he/she eats' 

Labialized voiceless glottal stop; 

occurs before [a] and [e] . 

w v 
/?welaa/ [? e'laa] 'weather' 

Voiced bilabial stop; occurs in all 
environments. 

/bababana/ ['baba'bana] 'wide' 

Labialized voiced bilabial stop; 
occurs before [a] and [e] . 

W WW 

/bwebwebwe/ [b e'b eb e] 'augur 
shell 1 



/d/ 



/g/ 



[d] 



[g] 



Voiced alveolar stop; occurs in 
all 

/dedoi/ [de'doi] 'to cry' 

Voiced velar stop; occurs in all 
environments . 

V 

/gege la/ ['gege la] 'King parrot' 
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/gw/ 

/s/ 
HI 



M 



/mw/ 



/n/ 



/w/ 



/y/ 



[g w ] 



[s] 



[1] 
[r] 



[m] 



[m ] 



[n] 



[w] 



[y] 



[y] 
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Labialized voiced velar stop; 

occurs before [a] and [e] . 

w w 
/gwegwe/ [ ! g eg e] 'belongings' 

Voiceless grooved alveolar frica- 
tive; occurs in all environments. 

/sisisi/ [si'sisi] 'small lobster' 

Voiced alveolar flapped lateral, 
fluctuating with voiced alveolar 
flapped vibrant according to the 
speaker's ideolect; occurs in all 
environments . 

/lolimana/ f'loli'mana] 'to do it 
again' 

Voiced bilabial nasal; occurs in 
all environments. 

/mamatana/ ['mama' tana] 'sharp' 

Labialized voiced bilabial nasal; 

occurs before [a] and [e] . 

ww * 
/mwemweyala/ [ f m em e'yala] 

•village name' 

Voiced alveolar nasal; occurs in 
all environments. 

/nenai/ [ne'nai] 'flounder' 

Voiced high close rounded non- 
syllabic vocoid:, occurs in all 
environments except before [u] . 

/wowoli/ [wo'woli] 'squall' 

Voiced high close front unrounded 
vocoid} occurs in all environments 
except before [i] . 

/yuyuna/ [yu'yuna] 'his tail' 

Voiced high close front unrounded 
non-syllabic vocoid with a pro- 
nounced fricative quality fluc- 
tuating with [y] especially in an 
[eya] sequence . 

/neya/ [neya] 'to paddle' 
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3.2.2 Vowels 
/i/ 



[i] 



/e/ 



[e] 



/a/ 



[a] 



[A] 



fr 



/o/ 



/u/ 



[o A ] 



[u] 
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High close front unrounded vocoid j 
occurs in all environments except 
following /t/ or /y/. 

/iluilua/ [l'lui'lua] f mosquito 
larva' 

Mid front open unrounded vocoid: 
occurs in all environments.* 

/esaesae/ [e'sae'sae] 'again and 
again f 

* for ease of typing [e] will be 
used for [e] throughout the 
paper . 

Low central open unrounded vocoid} 

occurs in all environments. 

i. 
/asakowasi/ [a'sak o'wasi] 

'to walk round a place' 

Mid central open unrounded vocoid - ? 
fluctuating freely with [a] in 
unstressed syllables. 

/?asuinuanua/ [ ?a ' sui ' nua ' nua] *» 
[?A'sui'nuA'nuA] 'afternoon' 

Mid back open unrounded vocoid 
pulled forwards toward the mid 
position; follows labialized conso- 
nants especially in unstressed 
positions . 

W^ 1 

/imwawasa/ ['?m o'wasa] 'he dies' 

/pwalikeke/ ['p^Ii'k^e] 

'millipede' 
/kwakwakwala/ ['k^bkVk^ola] 

' thorns ' 

Mid back open unrounded vocoid: 
occurs in all environments* 

V V 

/olaola/ ['ola'ola] 'seafoods' 

High back open unrounded vocoid: 
Occurs in all environments.* 

/uwenunu/ [ ' uwe ' nunu] ' fan ' 
*For ease of typing [o] will be used 
for [o A ] and [u] for [u] throughout 
the paper 



